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ECOREC Economics Research and Consulting Firm (www.ecorec.org) based in The Netherlands has developed an EU tender as a response to the forthcoming EU Horizon 2020 Call (Reference number: H2020-SFS-34-2017) entitled “innovative agro-food chains: unlocking the potential for competitiveness and sustainability.” A summary of the Call specification is provided below. The EU tender concerned covers Turkey (EU associated country), Georgia (EU associated country in transition), Hungary (EU member in transition), Spain (EU member) and The Netherlands (EU member).
**********
Specific Challenge:
The sustainability of food systems is challenged by various interrelated factors, such as the changing socio-economic and political context, the scarcity of natural resources, environmental degradation and climate change. These challenges cannot be met by individual action, but require multi-stakeholder action and coordinated initiatives along the value chain. A new holistic, systemic approach to the design of processes within agro-food chains is needed to unlock their full potential and deliver economic, social and environmental benefits.
Scope:
The research will provide in-depth insight into linkages and interactions between agri-food chain stakeholders, including understanding of their perception and behaviour with respect to sustainability objectives and cooperation, potentially resulting in the design of new processes leading to new business models and better performing value chains. A holistic approach to improving mutual understanding and cooperation between value chain stakeholders (identifying incentives and barriers, and strategies and tools, e.g. technologies to overcome them) is to be explored, helping to create favourable conditions for cooperation, co-creation and innovation within value chains. The concept of social innovation and ways of measuring it throughout the value chain should be explored, taking into account the engagement of society. A plethora of policies and regulatory requirements influencing food production and consumption should be explored, and their implications as regards creating favourable overall conditions for cooperation and innovation along the food chain. Proposals should fall under the concept of the multi-actor approach[1].
The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of up to EUR 6 million would allow this specific challenge to be addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude the submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.
Expected Impact:
The project results are expected to:
•      enhance the capacity of actors within agri-food chains to design new processes leading to new business models and more efficient, equitable, sustainable and better performing value chains;
•      enhance the innovation potential of the European agri-food chains in terms of adapting to change and increase their competitiveness, sustainability and resilience;
•      strengthen farmers’ position in value chains through innovative approaches that enhance transparency, information flow and management capacity; and
•      limit the negative impacts of agri-food chains on the environment, climate and health.
**********
I would appreciate if you facilitate us to get in touch with those public, private/NGO/SCO, or academic organizations in Hungary that may show interest in collaborating with the lead organization ECOREC in this endeavor. Those interested entities may directly contact me, Dr. Tugrul Temel (director of ECOREC), through t.temel@ecorec.org for further correspondence.
 
I would like to thank you for your facilitation.

With kind regards,
--------------------------------------------------------------
Dr. Tugrul TEMEL (director)
ECOREC Economics Research and Consulting
Wilhelminastraat 164-3, 1054 WS
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

